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thus about 430 geog. miles of coast-line, with such a depth inland 
as time and the physical character of the interior may permit," &c. 
The letter concluded with recommending that either Nicol Bay, 
Depuch Island, Eoebuck Bay, or FitzRoy River, should be selected 
as the point of landing ; that the expedition should consist of seven 
or eight persons, equipped for about six months, and should arrive 
off the coast at the end of March. The rough estimate for total 
expenses was about 400CW.* 



The second Paper read was — 

2. Exploration of the Districts near the Burdekin, Suttor, and Belyando 
Rivers in North-East Australia. By Mr. G. E. Dalrymple. 

Governor Sir G. F. Bowen to the Duke of Newcastle. 

Government House, Brisbane, Queensland, 
12th April, 1860. 

My Lord Duke, — With reference to my despatch No. 21, of the 
16th February ultimo, I have the honour to report that Mr. George 
Elphinstone Dalrymple has returned in safety from the exploring 
expedition which he had undertaken to the North-Eastern districts 
of this colony. 

Mr. Dalrymple states that he has considerably extended the 
knowledge already obtained by the researches of Leichhardt, 
Gregory, and Kennedy, of the rich and well-watered pastoral dis- 
tricts near the rivers Burdekin, Suttor, and Belyando, between the 
parallels 19° and 22 of south latitude. 

He further informs me that he has discovered that the great river 
Burdekin flows into the Pacific Ocean, at a point a short distance 
north of Cleveland Bay, and not near Cape Upstart, as was con- 
jectured by the late Dr. Leichhardt. 

Should it be found that the mouth of the Burdekin is accessible 
to steam navigation, a great facility will be afforded for the rapid 
occupation of the neighbouring interior. To ascertain this point, 
it will be necessary that an expedition properly equipped should 
be sent by sea, at the expense of Government. Mr. Dalrymple 
offers to take charge of a fresh exploring party, and I feel persuaded 
that the Queensland Parliament will be disposed, on my recom- 
mendation, to vote a sum of money in support of this important 



* The Colonial Office has since informed the Council that Parliament will be 
asked for 2000/. towards this Expedition, conditionally upon a similar sum being 
advanced by the Government of Western Australia. 
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enterprise.* I have communicated with Governor-General Sir 
William Denison as to the aid which might be given by Her 
Majesty's surveying ship Herald, now on the Australian station, but 
am informed that that vessel has been ordered home. 

As the pastoral settlements of Queensland already extend within 
the Tropical circle, as far as the shores of Broad Sound, in about 
the 22nd degree of South latitude, there is little doubt that the 
new territory, of which Mr. Dalrymple speaks so favourably, will 
be stocked with sheep and cattle in the course of a very few years. 
Much of it is table-land, enjoying a cool and salubrious climate. 

The aborigines in that part of the colony are reported as being 
very numerous and hostile, and as exhibiting more athletic frames 
and a somewhat higher order of intellect than the native tribes in 
these parts of Australia, where the climate is less genial, and 
where fish, game, and edible plants of various kinds are less abun- 
dant. Still, the six Englishmen who composed Mr. Dalrymple's 
party, though often attacked, were able to force their way through 
all opposition without the loss of a single individual of their 
number. Consequently there is every reason to expect that a few 
detachments of the mounted police-force, in aid of the energetic 
measures of self defence adopted by the colonists themselves, will, 
in that quarter as elsewhere, suffice for the protection of any new 
settlement. 

It has been rightly observed that from the circumstance of the 
aborigines of this island-continent being, apparently, subject to no 
sort of government except that of the strongest man in each tribe, 
from the imperfection of their arms, and from their mental in- 
capacity for combination, their collisions with Europeans do not 
occupy that place in the annals of Australia which is filled by the 
Maories in the annals of New Zealand, and by the semi-civilised 
Mexicans and Peruvians, or even by the Eed Indians, in the 
history of America. 

I hope and believe that there is another and better cause for the 
comparative infrequency of serious collisions with the aborigines 
in Queensland and in the other Australian colonies. I allude to 
the humane and enlightened treatment which they now receive at 
the hands of the English Colonial authorities and of the settlers, 
who, while they energetically repel attacks on their own lives and 
property, seem always ready to employ, feed, and clothe the peace- 
ful members of the neighbouring tribes. In fact, on almost all the 

* This expedition, under the command of Mr. J. W. Smith, b.n., with Mr. 
Dalrymple, has since returned alter having found that the Burdildn is closed by a 
bar at its mouth.— Ed. 
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pastoral stations in Queensland, several blacks are maintained as 
shepherds, stockmen, and grooms ; others are enrolled by Govern- 
ment in the Native Mounted Police ; while, in the towns, as many 
as are willing to work can earn their livelihood as porters, messen- 
gers, woodcutters, and in other similar capacities. Efforts have 
also been made at the public expense, at various times and places, 
for the education of the aborigines, and for their conversion to 
Christianity ; and I expect that these endeavours will be energetic- 
ally resumed by the Government of Queensland, with the sanction 
of the Colonial Legislature. 



Mr. George Elphinstone Dalrymple to his Excellency Sir George Bowen. 

Your Excellency, — I beg to take advantage of your kind permission 
to address you on the subject of the exploration of the Eiver Bur- 
dekin, which I lately had the honour of carrying out. 

The country watered by the river and its tributaries, extending 
from latitude 18° to latitude 22° south, and from the Pacific far to 
the westward of Mount McConnell, I can confidently state from 
personal exploration to be undoubtedly capable of becoming one of 
the finest and largest pastoral and agricultural regions of Australia, 
and a most valuable adjunct to the colony of Queensland. 

Very strong auriferous indications exist over a large area of 
country. 

The rich low country along the coast, and the alluvial flats of 
the river, particularly in the fine broad valley of its lower course, 
are admirably adapted for Tropical cultivation, and especially for 
cotton, sugar, tobacco, &c. 

An admirable route exists through this region for the passage of 
the proposed Anglo-Australian telegraph. 

From the Gulf of Carpentaria to the Valley of the Burdekin, in 
about latitude 18° 48', Mr. A. C. Gregory's intimate acquaintance 
with the country will doubtless enable him to recommend a prac- 
ticable route. Thence I can confidently recommend its passage 
down the Valley of the Burdekin to about latitude 1 9° 55' ; thence 
by that of the Eiver Fanning on to the lower Burdekin, in about lati- 
tude 20° ; to follow up the Valleys of the Burdekin and Bowen Rivers 
to about latitude 20° 50', and thence, traversing the immediate dis- 
trict watered by the Beid and Bonar, to pass over the table-lands 
n.n.e. of the heads of the Isaacs, run up Collaroy Creek, cross the 
coast-range on to the Broad Sound Waters of Waverley Creek in 
about latitude 22° 18', and thence by the Valleys of Herbert Creek 
and the Eiver FitzEoy to Eockhampton. 
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Should your Excellency advocate the establishment of this route, 
and its protection by a chain of police-outposts, I would venture to 
predict that the security which settlers would derive from the 
latter would tend to the speedy occupation of the Kennedy, and a 
large increase to the Queensland revenue. 

As your Excellency's Government has decided upon throwing 
open the Kennedy on the 1st of August current, I would again beg 
most respectfully to draw your attention to the advisability of 
deciding upon a seaport for that district, and the establishment of 
the capabilities of the Burdekin as a navigable river. 

I have the honour to state that I discovered the mouth of the 
Burdekin in the neighbourhood of Cape Cleveland, in about latitude 
19° 20' south, longitude 146° 50' west; but owing to the smallness of 
my party, the inclemency of the weather, and the numbers and hos- 
tility of the aborigines, I was unable to carry out my intention of 
testing its depth and length of tideway. 

The Bay of Upstart, which I visited, is particularly well situated 
with reference to the whole district, and possesses in itself great 
natural capabilities for a seaport. 

It is sheltered by its stupendous Cape from the prevailing winds, 
and there is abundance of fresh water ; the soundings of the bay 
are even at from 6 to 10 fathoms, on a sandy clay bottom ; and a 
large salt-water creek connecting the heads of Upstart and Abbott 
bays is broad enough for a large vessel to swing, and gave sound- 
ings at 3 fathoms. 

As the means at my disposal were insufficient to establish as a 
certainty the navigable capabilities of the Burdekin or the qualifi- 
cations of its mouth or of Upstart Bay as seaports, I would now 
most respectfully beg to suggest to your Excellency the advisability 
of despatching an exploring party by sea, to enter the mouth of the 
Burdekin, take the soundings of that and of the heads of Upstart 
and Abbott bays, and to report to your Excellency's Government 
upon the capabilities of the same, and of the most advantageous posi- 
tions thereon for the establishment of the future ports of this por- 
tion of the colony. 

The communication was interesting as indicating a large district which 
might become hereafter fitted for settlement, and, moreover, a good roadstead 
discovered, which, as Sir Roderick Murchison observed, was most essential for 
the protection of our commerce in those parts. 



